West 71st Street Block Association
Proposed changes to improve the safety and cleanliness of Pedestrian Plaza located at Amsterdam Avenue (W.70th- W.71st Streets) (Sherman Square Pedestrian Plaza).

1. Police Presence: at minimum, a police should be present in the vicinity McDonald’s (Amsterdam Avenue + W.71st Street) every school day from 2pm - 6pm.
 
2. McDonald’s Security: McDonald’s should have a security guard present within the restaurant between 2pm – 6pm every school day.
 
3. Remove Little Italy Pizza sidewalk café seating: All outdoor seating for Little Italy Pizza should be permanently removed. No outdoor sidewalk seating permits should be issued for any businesses in this area as it causes congestion and impedes the flow of sidewalk traffic.
 
4. Little Italy Pizza garbage bin removal: Currently, their garbage bins live at the curb and are never removed. (see Image A).
 
5. Bicycle Rack Removal: remove all existing bicycle racks + bicycles from pedestrian plaza (see Image B).
 
6. Bike Corral Installation: Install new bike corrals in existing curb lane along west side of Amsterdam Avenue between W.70th + W.71st Street (see Image C)
 
7. Sanitation/Trash Storage Container Installation: install new steel trash storage containers for the storage of garbage from commercial businesses. (see Image D)
 
8. Vendor Removal: Except for the fruit cart + existing newspaper stand, no vendors should be allowed to set-up in the pedestrian plaza. 
 
9. Daily sidewalk cleaning: Arrange for sanitation workers on foot to clean daily (Doe Fund, Greenkeepers, CleaNYC or other group.)
 
10. Sanitation Dept. Enforcement: inform businesses of their sanitation responsibilities and frequent fines as necessary for any violations.

Making these changes, along with a regular police presence will have a great impact on this problematic area. The businesses that occupy this plaza must do their part to maintain the area and enforcing their responsibilities will help clean up the area, improve pedestrian traffic flow and help to reduce crime in the area.  
